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Welcome to St. Francis Xavier School’s newsletter published by the High School Mass
Communication Class. The newsletter will be published several times a year with our purpose to
inform you concerning personnel, students, and events at St. Francis Xavier School.

Dear Diary: How Rowdy Jr. Got His Own Yearbook

This year’s yearbook theme is Diary of a St. X
Ram: Rowdy, Jr. After many different suggestions from
the yearbook staff, they eventually voted between many
themes, and Diary of a St. X Ram was declared the
winner.

This theme is inspired by the Diary of a Wimpy
Kid book series written by Jeff Kinney. This theme aims
to display the environment around our school while also
highlighting its newest celebrity, Rowdy, Jr. The
yearbook staff and Mrs. Becker have been working hard to make this year’s
yearbook one for the ages. Pages are slowly but surely coming together as the 6th
hour yearbook class reaches a flow state. I even hear that Charles Q. is in charge of
the cover this year.

Rowdy Jr., also known as RJ, has been on many different adventures
throughout the school year. Since his arrival in September, he’s been the school’s
top dog. Everyone wants to spend some time with the Big RJ.

Rowdy, Jr. has been to many different school events throughout this year,
including volleyball games, concerts, cross-country meets, Masses, elementary field




trips, along with many more events. RJ has been kept very busy, and he finally got
his first real rest this past Christmas break (He was supposed to go to New York
City over break, but his schedule was already so busy. Fame is such a burden).

The students at Saint Xavier have loved having Rowdy Jr. along for the ride
this school year. Students never missed the opportunity to hang out with their
second favorite mascot (I personally still think the OG Rowdy is the best one, but
that's an undisclosable personal bias). Mrs. Becker says, “The students have really
enjoyed having Rowdy, Jr. (RJ) with them this year. He has seen many different
parts of our school day/events. We have taken many pictures of him that will appear
in many parts of our yearbook. Be sure to order your yearbook at Treering.com to
see his adventures.” —Charles Q.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

On January 19th every year, the United States
celebrates the largest civil rights figure in our history:
Martin Luther King, Jr. The federal holiday, signed into law
in 1983, upholds and remembers MLK for the work he did
progressing our nation forward and bringing us together.

MLK’s major accomplishments changed the social
nature of America throughout the 1950s and 1960s, a time when much of the
country was still resistant to any civil right reforms. From leading the Montgomery
bus boycott in 1955-56, to his march on Washington in 1963, these events all
contributed to the reform and the America we live in today.

These events, along with many others, pushed forward the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965, which outlawed segregation and employment
discrimination, as well as removing the barrier that Black Americans once had not
allowing them to vote. For this work, he received a Nobel Peace Prize as he did all
of this through a peaceful manner. Additionally, his holiday is known as a service
day where the people of America are encouraged to do acts of service like picking
up trash or supporting shelters.

Unfortunately, MLK would pass away on April 4, 1968, as he was
assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. Leaving a lasting legacy, a quote to remember
MLK by chiefly on his civil rights legacy is “Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.” —Janis C.




The Book Fair and 2025 Come to a Successful Close!

| With the coming of the new year, the book fair has
i ' i ' i concluded as well! On December 14th, the book fair
closed its doors for the year, bringing in hard-earned
Book Fair cash for the library! The Winter Wonderland Book Fair
may be over, but the winter season’s still going!

This year, the book fair managed to gain $4,009.19,
which is $37.90 more than last year! Of this money, $1995.42 was given to us as
profit from Scholastic. According to Mrs. Jahnke, she plans to purchase “as many
books as possible” using the money she’s allowed to spend. She continued, stating
that her expectations of how well the book fair would do were achieved.

When asked about her favorite memory of the book fair this year, Mrs. Jahnke
recounted that an unknown stranger walked into the book fair. The unknown
stranger said to Mrs. Jahnke, “I saw there was a scholastic sign and I just had to go
inside,” since she had such fond memories of past scholastic book fairs. Following
her favorite memory, Mrs. Jahnke stated, “The bookfair’s always a fun time of year
in the library. Watching the kids get excited for books, reading, and all of the
support from the staff and students makes this all possible.” Thank you for your
hard work, Mrs. Jahnke! —Scott W.

St. X Christmas Market—A Holiday Success

This year the goal of the St. Xavier Christmas Market was to
help raise funds for the senior class as well as have fun while holding
an open door to the community. Mrs. Guthrie said, “I was
overwhelmed by the popularity of the market. Everyone I spoke to
was so excited by all the vendors and activities that we had. I can’t
wait to see what next year holds!”

The school principal, Mr. Augustine, stated, “I enjoyed having our school,
parish, and community a part of our Christmas Market. It was a successful event,
and we are looking forward to having it again next year.” With over 30 vendors
such as the Crazy Pugs Woodworking or 3D printed shops, it was a large
achievement.

The booths that the school ran brought in thousands of dollars overall which
each went to different groups like Student Council, the senior class for their field
trip, and band. Plans are already being made for next year! —Dana D.




Catholic Schools Week: United in Faith and Community
Catholic Schools Week is a special time for our school
community to come together in celebration of our shared
faith, values, and mission. Catholic Schools Week takes
place January 25 until January 31. This year’s theme,
“United in Faith and Community,” shows how our school
is a meaningful place to learn and grow.

Throughout the week, staff and students will take
part in fun activities that show our Catholic identity. Here
1s a message from our Principal about the significance of
this week: “Catholic Schools Week gives us the
opportunity to celebrate our Catholic identity, community, service & leadership,
and faith.”

Every class, PreK-12th, will participate in our Tackle Hunger Food Drive.
Each class will be competing to contribute the largest amount of non-perishable
food items they can donate to the Geary County Food Pantry. The food drive starts
on January 6 and ends on January 30. This food drive gives our school the
opportunity to live out our call to support those in need. We encourage everyone to
contribute and help make a positive impact to their community.

Other events taking place during the week include a Mass with Bishop Vincke
on January 28 at 2:00 PM. This Mass will be an opportunity for reflection, prayer,
and unity among our school.

Students can look forward to other kinds of activities such as trivia activities,
and also other fun events throughout the week.

Father Kade shared an inspiring message about his goals for this Catholic
Schools Week: “Catholic Schools Week 1s a wonderful time of remembrance and
joy. It reminds us of our primary identity as a school and fills us with joy flowing
from our hope for eternal life with God—a hope born of faith and perfected in the
love of God and neighbor. I pray that this year’s Catholic Schools Week impresses
upon our students, faculty, and staff a greater trust in God, and deeper love of their
Catholic faith, and a childlike sense of pride in being called a St. Francis Xavier
Ram! God Bless and Go Rams!” —Nick F.

Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community




Kansas State University Salina
Aerospace and Technology Campus
Brings Drone Technology and Career Exploration
To FBLA Students

/x The next guest speaker for FBLA will be Hunter
F B L A Allison from KSU Aerospace & Technology. He will be
Future Business Leaders of America Showing students how drones operate and their uses in
current and future operations and opportunities in the

field of drones and other areas of study at Kansas State University’s Salina campus.

The meeting date is January 22, 2026. Many of our meetings highlight
different careers/occupations. The goal is to help students find out about different
options that they may not have known about.

Mrs. Becker says, “I am excited that our students in FBLA will have the
opportunity to see this demonstration and ask questions concerning careers in many
different technology fields.” —Taylor S.

St. Francis Xavier Welcomes Bishop Vincke for a School Mass

Bishop Vincke is visiting St. Xavier for a school
Mass, and we are overjoyed to have him. It is so amazing
for him to spend some of his time at our school.

He is coming on Wednesday, January 28th for 2
PM Mass. The Mass will be celebrating Catholic Schools
Week.

He will not be able to participate in any other
activities during this week, but we will enjoy him while
he's here.

Mr. Augustine said, “I am very pleased to have
Bishop Vincke celebrating Mass with us during Catholic Schools Week.” The week
will be filled with exciting activities for all to enjoy. —Kennedi H.

Gearing Up for Forensics Season

“Forensics is a KSHSAA activity that gives students the opportunity to
participate in a fine arts activity that shows their creative side.” —Mrs. Beker

The students that are participating this year are Mya B., Josh W., Kaydence
W., Irelyne S., and Dana D. Mrs. Becker and Mrs. Guthrie are the sponsors/



coaches, and their goal for this year is to have all the team members qualify for
state.

The planning started on September 9th, and the students got to choose the
events they’ll be participating in. Mya will be doing an informative 10 presentation,
Kaydence and Irelyne are doing a duet, Josh is doing a humorous and a serious solo,
and Dana is participating in poetry. Mya commented that, “It is a fun and
interesting way to express yourself and be creative.”

The first competition is on January 31st at Republic County while state is on
May 2nd in Salina. Mrs. Guthrie said, “They have improved and are confident in
themselves.” We can’t wait to see how the season plays out and hope that they
qualify for state. —Lathan N.

Save The Date--St. Francis Xavier Auction
S e | =R The St. Francis Xavier Auction has been a tradition
et for many years. It is a major fundraiser for our school.
Many look forward to this annual event--so much fun and exciting to be able to help
our Rams.
This year's auction will be held April 18th, in the St. X gym. The first meeting
to begin planning the auction will be on January 14th at 5:30 PM. Join the
committee planning the auction to select the theme and many other details.

Contact Mrs. Jahnke for more details. GO RAMS! —Madison D.

Salina Diocese Motto for this School Year:
"Together Let us be Disciples of Jesus on Mission."

Outstanding Rams—December

Light of the World . Congratulations to our December

®, aVr- & staff member of the month Mrs. Guthrie!

°o0 ¢ ﬁ' ‘g‘%'”e 2 L) Mrs. Guthrie 1s always friendly to staff and
> _;'\3@ > ot 3 students, and she is our go to for
) emergencies and problem solving. She
| takes time to develop relationships with
. students, encouraging them, and building
their self-confidence. In addition to
inspiring students in the classroom, Mrs. Guthrie has done amazing work with Eco-
Team and Forensics, and she did an outstanding job organizing Red Ribbon Week




and the Christmas Market and is currently helping plan the senior trip. She is
always willing to help others and lend and hand and is a phenomenal addition to our
staff. Excellent work, Mrs. Guthrie!

Congratulations to our December middle school student of the month, 7th
grader, Jacleah R. Jaeleah has grown so much these last few years. Two staff
members mentioned that she always says good morning, is very polite and
thoughtful, and even helped carry boxes to their car. Jaeleah is also very patient and
kind with the younger students and is continuing to work on improving
academically. Way to go, Jaeleah!

Congratulations to our December high school student of the month, senior
Kassidy J.! Kassidy is an outstanding student who builds good relationships with
students and staff. She is always polite and caring and willing to help others.
Kassidy does extremely well academically and gives effort both in classroom and
at home to be successful in what she does. In her spare time, she loves to decorate
and lend a hand on the family farm. Kassidy is a pioneer at St. Xavier and when she
graduates this May, plans to attend Kansas State University. Nice job, Kassidy!
—MTr. Augustine

St. Xavier Catholic School’s Photo Gallery--Memories
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Mrs Wlley and the 7-12 concert band bringing Nlck F. strolling through the halls
in the Christmas season with some festive tunes. like he isn’t already tardy.



A student shows Father Vincent Taking a break from class and chilling.
the butter he made!

The “balance things on your Senior students wrapping presents
head” challenge. at the Christmas Market!



Members of the JOI clb howig their On Christmas Eve, the Children’s
respect to The Optimist Creed. Choir sang like angels!

The Children’s Choir, except this time Choir carols at the nurng homes.
they sang like reindeers!
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Wow, so many fun writing tools Looks like the elf on a shelf
at the book fair! 1s a new Christmas ornament.
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Rowdy, Jr. in the Christmas tree.
It’s a Rowdy tree.
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Dr. Beck with Row
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Games during school activity. What a cool turkey!




Making a book fair wish list and taking Caroling together and spreading
the job very seriously. some holiday cheer.
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This story is really interesting. Memories of those who graduated.

EDUCATING FOR ETERNITY THROUGH
FAITH & REASON
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RELIGIOUS THEME:
Catholic Schools Week

IMPORTANT DATES:

Dec 22™- Jan 5": Christmas Break
Jan 5™: No School-Professional
Development
Jan 6™: Second Semester Begins
Jan 6™ 30%™: Food Drive
Jan 19*: No School-Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
Jan 25™-31°!: Catholic Schools Week

BIRTHDAYS:
1-Michael Perez (2nd)

2-Madison Deacon (12th)
6-Maddylina Neu (7th)
12-Camden Golden (PK3)
16-Ryleigh Webster (4th)
16-Irelyne Smith (10th)
19-Kaydence Wood (10th)
20-Cassiel Perez (9th)
22-Juan Szimandel-Gonzalez (6th)
22-Wren Skucius (PK4)
25-Rylee Baseley (3rd)
28-Anabelle Deacon (8th)
28-Father Peter
29- Kansas
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

‘January2026 '

Friday

25

11:00am- Catholic
Schools Week Mass

[ Catholic Schools Week & School Choice Week
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Saturday

(M)

—
o

17

—

9:00am- Varsity
Scholar Bowl @
Beloit-St. John's
(Leave: 7:00am)




